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When Harvard University Prof. Henry Louis
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7} #'s a sunny day 2t the Montclair Golf Club, 3 nine-
hole golf course in Oakiand, California. Jeff
of the ACE Kids Golf

“Skip” Gates Jr. predicted earlier this year that
his Web site, Africana.com, would become the
dominant portal for blacks world-wide, rivals at
older and better-funded sites
aimed at African-Americans
scoffed.

But now Prof. Gates has
taken a major step toward
achieving his goal—although
/ he is giving up its indepen-
dence in the process. Time
Warper Inc. has agreed to
buy Africana.com in an ef-
fort to attract more black sub-
5 scribers to America Online

3 = = Inc. after the proposed AOL-

= Time Warner merger.
Henry Louis Gates The combined company is
T setlohave interests in an ar-
ray of black-oriented \Web sites, including Net-
Noir.com and Volume.com, a site under develop-
ment by Home Box Office, a unit of Time Warner.

As a sign of how troubled this sector has been
amid the general recession in the e-economy,
both NetNoir.com, a pop culture portal, and Vol-

Callaway, execulve di
program, is on the green with seven kids,
instructing them on the finer points of the gama,

| The teens, all members of minority groups - three

black, two Asian, and one Hispanic - lock towards
Callaway. studying his 2very move 25 he places a
ball on the tee.

“This is how you hold the club, and then you focus
n the ball,” says Callaway. Aftet chowiny them

how 1o hit the ball, he moves off of the te= Lo let
ene of the kids take his shel.

c2 known as an

A view of Henry Louis Gates Jr.’s Africana.com Web site which Time Warner Inc. is buying.

ume.com, which will be aimed at a hip urban
audience, underwent a round of layoffs this sum-
mer. But Time Warner officials say Mr. Gates's
site holds a unique niche because of its educa-
tional bent and high-brow columnists—many of
them courtesy of Mr. Gates’s platinum Rolodex.

Terms of the deal were undisclosed, but a
source familiar with the negotiations said the
price was at least $10 million. Prof. Gates and
another Harvard professor, Kwame Anthony Ap-

piah, will remain as consultants on the site. The
pair and four other partners, including music
producer’ Quincy Jones, own half of Africana.
com; outside investors hold the remainder. Ac-
cording to people familiar with the deal, Prof.
Gates could reap at least $1 million in the transac-
tion, a noteworthy boon for an educator who as-
serted earlier this year that he didn’t expect to
get rich off his Internet efforts. He declined to
Please Twrn to Puye B§, Column 3



