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Florida Leaders Sign Agreement
For Overhaul of Election System

Hand Recounts Would Be Used ;n_Tight Races |

By DANA CANEDY

TALLAHASSEE, Fla., May 3 —
Six months after a chaotic election in
Florida decided the protracred presi-
dential race, state lawmakers have
reached agreement on a ©ill that
would do away with hanging chads,
butterfly ballots and guestions about
determining voter intent.

It would also require that ballots in
extremely close elections be recount-
ed by hand — the very practice that
Florida election officials and the
Bush campaign had opposed so
fiercely last year in their battle with
Democrats who were insisting that
manual recounts would tip the elec-
tion to Al Gore.

After weeks of partisan debate and
negotiations, House and Senate lead-
ers  signed an  agreement  this
evening to ban punch-card ballot ma-
chines, give counties money for
equipment and set guidelines for re-
COUNES,

The Florida House and Senate,
baoth controlled by Republicans, are
expected to approve the bill in large-
ly ceremonial voles before the legis-
lative session adjourns on Friday.

The changes would be in place for
the state's next general election, in
Iy aned the National Association of

improvements the day after his
brother won Florida’s 25 decisive
electoral votes, and thus the presi-
dency, said he was eager to sign the
bill into law.

“Election reform has been a top |
priority of mine as well as the leader-
ship in both chambers of the Legisla-
ture this session,” Governor Bush
said. T lovk forward to sighing this
much-needed legislation that will en-
sure every Floridian's vote counts as
well as serve as a model for the rest
of the nation.”

His language echoed the mantra of
the Democrats last year, when Mr.
Gore pleaded with state officials and
the courts to "count every vote."”

Terry McAuliffe, chairman of the
Demeocratic  National  Committee,
praised the bill, saying: “I commend
the Florida Legislature for taking
the leadership on this. 1 wish Jeb
Bush would call his brother George
to get the same tvpe of action up here
in the Congress.”

Commenting on Florida Republi-
cans' accepting such changes now
that the election was over, Mr. |
MeAuliffe said: “All the things we |
were attacked on hefore, like manual |
recounts all nf a sudden thew're the |

Communism Meets Capitalism

Fidel Castro, or at least a wax replica, rode a sightseeing boat yesterday with a crew of extras, setting the scene
for an advertising campaign for Madame Tussaud's museum in Manhattan. The real tourists were seated.
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: fTwice-Delayed Clinton Rules

Will Be Changed to Permit
Case-by-Case Reviews

By DOUGLAS JEHL
WASHINGTON, May 3 — The
White House will put in place Clinton
administration regulations intended
to protect national forests [rom de-

i velopment but will allow those rules
| o he amended case by case, senior

administration officials said today.
The rules were issued within the

i last 15 days of the Clinton adminis-

tration and never went into effect,
The White House decision, which is

| to be announced on Friday, in effect-
| gives local officials the power to
| maodify
 hanned new road building

would  have
and most”
logeing on some 60 million acres of
federal land, or about one-third of the
national forests.

One Bush administration off
whn coorlined  the deciginn

a plan that
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