SIBERIAN EXPRESS

Violinist Maxim Vengerov, classical music’s
Next Big Thing, hits stardom right on cue

“Sometimes,"” says Vengerov (performing in January with conductor Daniel Barenboim and the Chicago Symphony, inset), I get very
bad timing playing the violin. Then | go to a pool hall and play a few games, and suddenly all the complexities disappear.”
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A “They saved my musical life,” says Vengerov of grandparents Boris and Eugenia.

‘From the age of 4,
the violin was my life’
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