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He’s been cracking up crowds around the world for 23 years, but there’s one thing Carl Barron
won’t joke about.
The Aussie stand-up comedian, who is currently touring the US with his new show, “Drinking
With A Fork,” says he won’t touch on the US election, or even mention President-elect Donald
Trump.
This might come as a surprise, given most comedians have been ripping on the presidential race
for the past 18 months — one that will now go down as the most stunning upset in American
history.

But Barron, an Australian icon widely considered one of the country’s funniest blokes, has never
been interested in getting political on stage.
“I did a couple of warm-up spots on the day Trump was elected, there weren’t too many people
in the room, it was a bit of a hard vibe to play,” he told news.com.au.
“I don’t do politics at all. I’ve never been political in what I do. The only thing I did the other
night, I just felt like I had to apologize to the audience.”
The 52-year-old funnyman from Longreach, Queensland, is a long way from home these days.
The son of a sheep shearer and a roof tiler by trade, Barron says he just went down to the local
pub one day and started doing stand-up.
“People don’t get excited where I come from,” he said. “The first time I went on TV, my mother
just sort of said, ‘Oh, you were on TV last night,’ and that was it. That’s the way they are.”
Fast-forward two decades, Barron has established himself as one of the most accomplished
comedy performers, in Australia and around the world. He’s headlined at major comedy venues
and international festivals and his last sold-out tour had a whopping 300,000 Aussies in stitches.

The lovable larrikin has a unique style of comedy that tends to have the crowd simultaneously
nodding in agreement. Described as “insightful observational humor” and “a sideways take on
everyday life,” Barron says he’s never really tested out his material before delivering it on stage.
“I feel like the older you get, the more honest you get,” he said. “And the more honest you can
be on stage, generally is more enjoyable for myself and the audience, I think.

“Sometimes it’s difficult, you go through waves. Since I was a kid, I was just always jotting
down ideas. You get an idea and you jot it down and I keep doing that and when it’s time for a
new show, I just get all the ideas and see what I can make from them.”
But even after all these years, he still gets nervous.
“You can look into the audience and see one person p-ssing themselves [with laughter] and the
other person looks like they’ve just been to a funeral … it’s a tricky thing to put your finger on,
you never know,” he admitted.
“If you do a dud joke on stage, you just keep going and sooner or later, you recover. It might
stink for a couple of minutes, but you recover,” he said.
Luckily, Barron says he can’t remember a joke ever falling completely flat.
Anyone who has ever seen his stand-up comedy knows what his favorite topic is, but we asked
anyway.
“Me,” Barron said. “And how stupid you can be. It’s an endless source of inspiration, because if
you bag yourself, you’re bagging everyone.”
What’s next for the Aussie entertainer? With a bit of luck, at least two more decades doing
exactly what he’s doing.
“I’m doing the only thing I ever wanted to do, which was to stand up and make people laugh,” he
said. “I love live performance. I can’t see myself doing something really different, this is what I
love doing.”
Carl Barron’s “Drinking With A Fork” hits New York City this week, followed by San Francisco
and then home to Ipswich, Australia.

http://nypost.com/2016/11/14/the-one-thing-comedian-carl-barron-wont-joke-about/

